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Jackson Presbyterian Church Worship Guide 

Date:   March 29, 2020                                                                             Fifth Sunday in Lent  

Welcome to all who are worshipping with us today through this printed order of service and 
message.   While we are physically separated, we can use the 11 AM hour to draw close to God 
together in prayer.  Jill Duffield, of the Presbyterian Outlook, wrote most of our liturgy today.                                                          

Gathering in God’s Name 
Call to Worship                                                                                              (based on Psalm 130)  
Lord, we come crying to you from the depths. We come bearing our souls and awaiting your 
response. We wait in hope, knowing that you promise to hear and provide.  

Morning Hymn                          “Great Is Thy Faithfulness”     Thomas Chisolm/Wlm. 
Runyan 

Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father; there is no shadow of turning with thee;  
thou changest not, thy compassions, they fail not; as thou hast been thou forever wilt be. 
Refrain:  
Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness! Morning by morning new mercies I see: 
all I have needed thy hand hath provided--Great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 

Opening Prayer and the Lord’s Prayer      (with appreciation to Sue Westfall and Jill Duffield) 

Gracious and loving Father, we praise You for the beauty of the creation in which we live. We 
praise You for your goodness to us, Your steadfast love and mercy and Your unending grace 
especially as it is expressed through our first responders, healthcare workers, pharmacists, the 
CDC, and leaders who pray for Your mercy and guidance as they lead.   

Lamentations 3:22-23 (ESV) reminds us, “The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases.  His 
mercies never come to an end; they are new every morning; great is Your faithfulness.”  We 
come to You in confidence that You care for us and for all who are named in our hearts and on 
our prayer list.  We pause now to pray for all of those who are ill around the world and we ask 
for your healing power to be at work in their bodies and their lives. We pray for those worried 
about money, and those who do not have enough to eat.  

Lord, we are bold to call out to You for the sake of Your beloved world. We ask mercy for those 
who do not think they can endure another moment of grief or loss or pain. We cry out for divine 
discernment for our leaders seeking to stem the scourge of this pandemic. We run to You, Lord, 
and fall at your feet on behalf of those too sick or too weak or too afraid to cry out for 
themselves. Lord, we hear You weeping with us. We know You, too, love those we love. We 
thank You for hearing our pleas for help and coming to our aid. We are grateful for Your 
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compassion and Your care, for the gift of family and community, for the beauty of nature and the 
glimpses of Easter even deep in the season of Lent.  

We pray that You will calm our fears and quiet our spirits. Remind us that You are with us in 
every moment; that Your Holy Spirit never leaves us or forsakes us. Remind us of the truth that is 
our comfort in life and in death: “that we are not our own, but belong body and soul, both in 
life and in death, to our faithful Savior Jesus Christ.” (Heidelberg Catechism)   We pray in 
the name of Jesus Christ, the one who taught us to say when we pray, Our Father…  

Prayer of Confession  
Friends, today is a time of Sabbath relief in the midst of this challenging Lent. Believing God’s 
promise of forgiveness, let us rejoice in the gift of confession.  

Prayer of Confession   
Lord, You have promised never to leave us; yet we are afraid.  Forgive our lack of trust.  Forgive 
our sins.  Help us even now to reach for Your outstretched, wounded hand, secure in Your care 
for us.  Help us to look to You, and You alone for mercy and courage, no matter the 
circumstances. (Silent prayer) Amen.  

Assurance of Pardon (Psalm 130:7-8)  
O Israel, hope in the LORD! For with the LORD there is steadfast love, and with Him is great 
power to redeem. It is the Lord who will redeem Israel from all its iniquities.  
Friends, believe the Good News, through Jesus Christ we are forgiven! Amen.  

Hymn                                                      “Blest Are They”     arr. David Haas and Michael Joncas 

Blest are they, who show mercy; mercy inherit the earth. 
Blest are they the pure of heart; they shall see God.. 
Rejoice and be glad!  Blessed are you; holy are you! 
Rejoice and be glad!  Yours is the kingdom of God. 
                                                                                                

The Word 

Texts:  Matthew 5:1-2a, 7; for further reading:  Matthew 9:12-13 and Luke 18:9-13 
5 “When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his disciples 
came to him. 2 Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying:  7“Blessed are the merciful for 
they will receive mercy.” (NRSV) 
Friends, this is the Gospel of Grace.  Thanks be to God.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

Message                                                  “Mercy” 

In a week marked by bad news getting worse by the hour, there was an amazing piece of good 
news.  On Thursday, March 27th, the military Sealift Command Hospital Ship USNS Mercy 
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arrived at the Port of Los Angeles.  Staffed with volunteer medical professionals from across the 
Navy Reserve, Mercy’s mission is to help citizens in need.  Now the largest hospital in Los 
Angles, the Mercy will allow local hospitals in LA to concentrate on COVID-19 care while its 
medical crew assists patients with unrelated problems.   

The ship’s name, Mercy, resonates with Christians.  Jesus used the mercy beatitude to remind His 
disciples that God’s response to their need is mercy.  Mercy drew near to humankind when God 
drew near in Jesus.  The New Testament is replete with folks coming to Jesus with one request.  
Two blind men follow Jesus crying loudly, “Have mercy on us, Son of David” (Matthew 
9:27-31).   A father kneels before Jesus in humble respect begging Him to help a child who is 
suffering terribly (Matthew 17:14).  A Canaanite woman shouts for help for her daughter 
(Matthew 15:22).   

Like them, we, too need mercy.  All of us at one time or another have experienced things that 
weigh us down.  We need someone to come alongside and share our burden, someone who 
knows, who understands, who has experienced our particular kind of suffering, who will listen to 
our fears, who will hear our desperation and help us reclaim a sense of calm.  If you are honest 
with yourself, don’t you need someone like that?  In the Los Angeles area, Mercy is a hospital 
ship.  But, looking at the larger picture, Mercy is really a Person, a Person who reaches out to us 
with wounded hands, seeking to hold us close in compassionate love.  This Person is Jesus. 

Jesus once told a story about two men who prayed (Luke 18:9-14).  One of them is sure his 
prayers are heard because he such a good person.  The other stands at a distance, unable to even 
lift his eyes to heaven, and prays, “God be merciful to me a sinner” (Luke 18:13b).  Jesus 
concludes his story by saying the man who recognizes his need for mercy receives it.  

The mercy beatitude encourages us to share the mercy we receive with others. Jesus drew near to 
help us see that all of God’s good gifts are available now, including eternal life.  Eternal life 
begins the day we pray “God be merciful to me a sinner.”  As we linger in God’s presence, God’s 
mercy washes over us.  It is abundant.  There is no shortage.  There is, in fact, enough for us and 
enough to share. 

This global pandemic is not a drill.  It is the world’s reality for the moment, and we are likely in 
it for the long haul.  The church of Jesus Christ has an opportunity to shine the light of Christ 
into this darkness, but we will need to ask for help.  The key will be praying “the mercy prayer” 
as often as we wash our hands.  Let’s acknowledge our dependence on God’s mercy hour by 
hour, day by day.  And let’s never forget that our God “is able to do exceeding abundantly 
beyond all that we ask or think, according to the power that works within us.  To Him be the 
glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations forever and ever” (Ephesians 3:20-21, 
NASB). 

Let’s pray. 
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A Prayer for Our World                            with appreciation to You Version, March 28, 2020 

Gracious God, You alone are worthy of honor, glory, and praise.  With You, we can overcome 
every storm—including the global impact COVID-19 is having on our world.  Right now, we are 
asking You to: 

• Heal those who are sick and protect those who are not. 
• Give our leaders extra wisdom as they navigate the pandemic and economic uncertainty. 
• Strengthen Your global Church.  Reveal to us how we can partner together to reach the 

needs of those around us. 
• Calm our fears.  Fill us with Your hope, joy, and peace as we continue to trust in you. 
• Renew us, O Lord.  Show us how to lean into Your Holy Spirit for the mercy we need and 

the mercy You call us to share. 
In Jesus’ Name.  Amen. 

Response to God’s Word  

Update on the Life and Ministries of the Church  
As your pastor, I am so pleased to see the many ways you are staying in touch with and caring 
for one another during this challenging time.  Miss Janet is passing along great jokes.  Others are 
sending cards, quick “checking on you” texts or delivering copies of the sermon.  Many of you 
are praying through the church directory each day.  Blessings on each of you!  I’m thrilled to 
serve with you!!  Please keep up the good work and share your ideas about ministering to others 
during this unfolding global event. 

Call for the Offering 
The earth is the Lord’s and all that is within it. While we worship in a multitude of places, we 
gather together our respective offerings, knowing that God will take them, bless them and use 
them for the building up of the Kingdom of Heaven here on earth.   Giving may be done by mail 
so that we can continue to meet ministry and mission obligations and be prepared for any special 
needs that occur:  Jackson Presbyterian Church, P.O. Box.  664, Jackson, GA 30233. 

Prayer of Dedication  
Gracious God, it is a privilege to partner with you in sharing the good news of the gospel in 
Word and deed. We ask your blessings on these gifts offered in faith and given with joy. May 
they be an outward sign of your mercy and grace and a witness to your overflowing goodness 
toward all of creation.  

Sharing God’s Love with the World  

Hymn of Consecration                  “I Need Thee Every Hour”      
Annie S. Hawks (lyricist)/Robert Lowry 

I need thee every hour, most gracious Lord; no tender voice like thine can peace afford. 
I need thee every hour, stay thou near by; temptations lose their power when thou art nigh. 
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I need thee every hour, in joy or pain; come quickly, and abide, or life is vain. 
I need thee every hour; teach me thy will, and thy rich promises in me fulfill. 
Refrain 
I need thee, O I need thee; every hour I need thee! O bless me now, my Savior, I come to thee. 

Charge and Benediction 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. May the Lord bless and keep you. The Lord be kind and 
gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. Amen.  


	Texts:  Matthew 5:1-2a, 7; for further reading:  Matthew 9:12-13 and Luke 18:9-13

