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Jackson Presbyterian Church Worship Guide 

April 19, 2020- Second Sunday of Easter 

 

 
 

Welcome to all who worship with us today through this printed order of service and message.   

While we are physically separated, we can use the 11 AM hour to draw close to God together in 

prayer.  Jill Duffield, of the Presbyterian Outlook, wrote most of our liturgy today.   (Photo creds 

to Grace and Glenn Meredith with thanks for sharing their lovely yard!) 

 

Gathering in God’s Name:  Physically Distanced - Together in Worship 

 

Call to Worship                         The Lord is risen!  Alleluia!                                  (Luke 24:34) 

Alleluia!  The Lord is risen indeed! 

 

Morning Hymn                       “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”                      Charles Wesley 

Love divine, all loves excelling, Joy of heav’n, to earth come down! 

Fix in us Thy humble dwelling; all Thy faithful mercies crown. 

Jesus, Thou art all compassion; pure unbounded love thou art. 

Visit us with Thy salvation; enter every trembling heart. (first verse) 

 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer                  (adapted with thanks to Jill Duffield)  

God of redemption and resurrection, we come to You as we are, rejoicing that our Lord is alive, 

yet still afraid of the chaos around and within us. We cannot help but doubt Your goodness when 

so much suffering surrounds us. The pandemic continues to cause sickness and take life. 

Resources are scarce in the places they are needed the most. People all over the world are 

desperate for life’s basic necessities. Our Easter alleluias get stuck in our throats when we survey 

the pain of your glorious creation.  

 

Come, Risen Lord, walk among us, show us Your wounds, give us your peace, breathe the Spirit 

into our weariness and worries. God of pursuing grace and mercy, we come to You as we are, 

grateful for the gift of reconciliation, yet still unsure if we have the courage to go and extend 

Your forgiveness to others. We are prone to hold grudges and too often find satisfaction in the 

downfall of our enemies. Partisanship continues despite our need to come together to defeat the 

scourge of injustice, ever growing inequity and the pervasiveness of poverty. Our Easter alleluias 

feel hypocritical when we look around at the systemic sin in which we participate.  

 

You are here, risen Lord, wounded and standing before us. Your sure presence gives us peace. 

Your Spirit, our Advocate, Comforter and Teacher, will show us the way and accomplish your 

plans. We worship you, our Lord and our God, and we pray in Your name and as You taught us, 

saying, Our Father…  
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Call to Confession  

God is always before us. God never abandons us. God shows us the path of righteousness and is 

always ready to redirect us on the Way when we confess our sin and ask for correction.  

 

Prayer of Confession  

God of resurrection and new life, 

we confess that in times of trial and suffering 

we huddle in fear rather than turn to You in faith. 

We see only our dashed expectations and neglect to perceive Your creative goodness. 

Knowing that our risen Lord comes to us when we are most afraid, 

we boldly share our deepest anxieties. 

Seeing Christ’s fresh wounds, we bare our own, 

our shame and regrets, our mistakes and failures. 

Trusting in Jesus’ compassion and mercy, 

we ask for Your forgiveness so that we can testify to Your saving grace. 

(Silent prayer) Amen. 

Assurance of Pardon  

Through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, we have been given a new birth into a living hope. 

Forgiven and freed, we embrace our mission to go out into the world to extend God’s 

forgiveness to others.  

 

Hymn                                              “I Need Thee Every Hour”     lyrics by Annie Sherwood Hawks 

I need thee every hour, most gracious Lord; no tender voice like thine can peace afford. 

I need thee every hour, stay thou nearby; temptations lose their power when thou art nigh. 

I need thee every hour, in joy or pain; come quickly, and abide, or life is vain. 

I need thee every hour; teach me thy will, and thy rich promises in me fulfill. 

Refrain 

I need thee, O I need thee; every hour I need thee! O bless me now, my Savior, I come to thee. 

 

The Word 

Scripture Reading                                                                                         John 20: focal 26-28 

A week later, His disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them.  Although the 

doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.”  Then He said 

to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here and see my hands.  Reach out your hand and put it in my side.  

Do not doubt but believe.”  Thomas answered Him, “My Lord and my God!” 

Sermon                                                    “What’s Next?”                                Rev. Becky Baker 

I am not the first pastor to say that last Sunday was the first Easter Sunday in over a decade that I 

did not proclaim with you in our sanctuary, “Christ is risen!  Christ is risen indeed!”  It was 

also the first Easter Sunday in over a decade that our family did not celebrate together.  When 

COVID-19 intruded on our church, work, and personal schedules, pastors began connecting 

through conference calls to plan for a different kind for Holy Week and Easter.  Some, more 

technologically proficient, actually recreated a live-streamed traditional services in empty 

sanctuaries.  At JPC, we are trying written orders of worship to use in our homes during the 11 

AM hour.   Pastors everywhere woke up Easter Monday to a different challenge:  “What’s  

Next?”  How do we keep singing God’s song in the strange land of COVID-19? 
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On Easter Sunday each year, I generally give out a bookmark with a series theme for the Great 

Fifty Days of Easter.  But as pastors huddled together during Monday’s conference call, it soon 

became clear that our current situation changes rapidly and often, and approaches that worked in 

previous years will not be helpful now.  My prayer is to take this week by week: to tune in to the 

CDC, read and watch the news, listen to you, feel the issues of a given week and look for texts to 

help us find God’s grace in similar situations in the Bible. 

 

I did not have to look far for a text that captures this week’s feelings.  The twentieth chapter of 

John describes Jesus’ disciples as grieved and frightened.  They had left all to follow Him, and 

they saw Him die.  There were rumors that Jesus’ body had been removed.  Then there was 

Mary’s story that she had seen the Master and He called her by name.  The news seemed to 

change by the hour.  They surely felt dazed, bewildered and confused.  They were surely asking 

themselves and each other, “What’s next?”  They did not have to wait long to find out.  As they 

huddled in a locked house, Jesus suddenly appeared and stood among them, saying “Peace to 

you.”  He showed them His wounded hands and side.  Eugene Peterson’s, The Message, 

describes the scene this way: “The disciples, seeing the Master with their own eyes, were 
exuberant.  Jesus repeated His greeting: ‘Peace to you.  Just as the Father sent me, I send you.’  Then He 

took a deep breath and breathed into them.  ‘Receive the Holy Spirit,’ He said.’”  (John 20:20-22).  

 

Suddenly they had an answer to the “What’s next?” question.  Jesus was alive.  He was still at 

work in the world and in their lives.  In His great compassion, He sought them out, found them, 

and called them back into His mission and ministry.  Oh, things would be different now, that 

much was sure.  But He was alive, and that was all that mattered.  

 

Today is the second Sunday of Easter, a day that typically belongs to Thomas, the one disciple 

who was not present when Jesus appeared the evening of the resurrection.  A week after the 

resurrection, Thomas was still wandering around-- alone, confused, grieved, and confounded by 

what others in the group were saying.  They at least had a sense of Jesus’ presence and direction, 

but Thomas remained stuck in the “What’s next?” question.  When the others spoke of their 

encounter with Jesus, Thomas said, “Unless I see the nail holes in His hands, put my finger in the 

nail holes, and stick my hand in His side, I won’t believe it” (John 20: 25, MSG).  In His grace 

and love, Jesus found this lost sheep.  Eight days after the resurrection, as the disciples gathered 

again behind locked doors, Jesus appeared again.  He invited Thomas to examine His wounded 

hands and touch His wounded side.  Thomas responded with “My Master!  My God!” 

 

Tony Robinson, a UCC minister, says “there’s a difference between resurrection as a doctrine 

and resurrection as a word addressed to us with our name on it.”  (Tony Robinson, 

stillspeaking Daily Devotional, “He Called My Name,”  April 18, 2020).  Robinson says “We 

may sing the Easter hymns dutifully, even enthusiastically.  But it is more often in the dark 

nights and the lonely places, like a deserted garden early in the morning, amid grief and 

confusion, that it becomes personal.  When we hear our name called.”  Mary, lingering in the 

garden near the empty tomb, had that experience.  Thomas, consumed with doubt and “What’s 

next?” questions, received an invitation to touch the scarred hands of Jesus. 

 

When we wonder “What’s Next?” the gospel writer says to ground ourselves in Jesus who 

continues to make Himself and His love known to each of us: 
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• He called Mary by name, and He is calling you. 

• He found the first to follow, huddled in fear and isolation, and He finds us too. 

• Sensing the disciples’ fear, He breathed the presence of the Holy Spirit on them; 

• and He always, always, comes looking for that person who feels left behind and needs 

Him most of all. 

 

If I may offer a word of personal testimony, I tend to be far more aware of Jesus’ outstretched, 

wounded hands when I am deeply in touch with my own wounds.  The great 20th century 

preacher, the Rev. Dr. Paul Scherer says it so well.  “There are times when we talk about finding 

God in Christ.  Infinitely truer is it that in Him, God finds us. . . .If anything ever happens in our 

lives, it will happen because wherever we hide ourselves, in what dark corner, there is a love that 

whispers and prods about there with its wounded hands. . . .To this riddle of life there is no 

answer that’s full and complete:  no answer at all but that God still making His way through the 

thick of it. . . .” (Paul Scherer, Love is a Spendthrift:  Meditations for the Christian Year, 11, 33). 

Blessings upon you, dear friends!  Let’s pray. 

 

Pastoral Prayer 

Compassionate God, thank you for being present with us in life’s hardest times.  Journey with us, 

O God, in the tumult, twists and turns of this coronavirus crisis, and lead us to a place centered 

on your love, trust, promise and new life that conquers all.  In the name of Jesus. Amen.    

— adapted from The Rev. Dr. Lee Hinson-Hasty, Senior Director of Theological Education Funds 

Development, Presbyterian Foundation 
Response to God’s Word 

Call for the Offering  

Our Lord comes to us bringing the gift of peace and the power of the Holy Spirit. The giving of 

God’s tithes and our offerings furthers the work with which Christ entrusts us. Giving may be 
done by mail so that we can continue to meet ministry and mission obligations and be prepared for any 

special needs that occur:  Jackson Presbyterian Church, P.O. Box.  664, Jackson, GA 30233. 

 

Prayer of Dedication  

Loving God, in gratitude and joy we present a portion of the resources you have given us to 

steward and share. Take, bless and use them to bring relief to the suffering, freedom to the 

oppressed and a cause for rejoicing to those in despair. In Christ’s name we pray, Amen.  

 

Sharing God’s Love with the World 

 

Hymn of Consecration                  “It Is Well with My Soul”               lyrics by Horatio Spafford 

When peace like a river attendeth my way, when sorrows like sea billows roll; 

whatever my lot, Thou hast taught me to say, “It is well, it is well with my soul.” 

Refrain 

It is well, it is well, with my soul, with my soul, it is well, it is well with my soul. 

It is well, it is well, with my soul, with my soul, it is well, it is well with my soul. 

 
Charge and Benediction  

Receive the Holy Spirit. Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. May the God of hope fill you 

with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in 

hope. 


