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Jackson Presbyterian Church Worship Guide 

April 26, 2020- Third Sunday of Easter 

 

 
 

Welcome to all who worship with us today through this printed order of service and message.   

While we are physically separated, we can use the 11 AM hour to draw close to God together in 

prayer.  Jill Duffield, of the Presbyterian Outlook, wrote most of our liturgy today.   (Photo creds 

to https://twitter.com/RaeElle/status/1252771823864995841/April 21 2020) 

 

Gathering in God’s Name:  Physically Distanced - Together in Worship 

 

Call to Worship                         The Lord is risen!  Alleluia!                                  (Luke 24:34) 

Alleluia!  The Lord is risen indeed! 

 

Morning Hymn                      “God of Grace and God of Glory”                      

(Text by Harry Emerson Fosdick.  Tune is the same as “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah.”)  

God of grace and God of glory, on Thy people pour Thy power. 

Crown Thine ancient Church’s story; bring her bud to glorious flower. 

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage for the facing of this hour;  

for the facing of this hour.  (first verse) 

 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer                    (adapted with thanks to Jill Duffield)  

God of all times and places, we cannot stop talking about  

the painful events we have witnessed this week. 

We are discussing the numbers of people killed by COVID-19.  

We speak constantly of the hardship brought on by this pandemic.  

We talk about the economic, physical, mental, spiritual and psychological distress all over the 

globe. We debate the merits and risks of re-opening our country.  

We cannot turn away from the anxiety that feels ever-present.  

We know You hear our voices and our supplications.  

We give thanks that You do not leave us alone.  

As the risen Christ comes alongside us now, we pour out our hearts,  

unashamed to share exactly how we feel and what we fear in this moment.  

We rest in Your sure presence as we share with You now  

our thoughts and worries, hopes and doubts. (Silent prayer) 

https://twitter.com/RaeElle/status/1252771823864995841
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We abide in Your resurrected presence as we listen for Your living Word,  

give us Your guidance in this trying time. (Silent prayer) 

 

God of all times and places, having heard Your Word and broken bread with You,  

we recognize our Lord, alive and showing us the way. 

You do indeed make all things possible, defeating evil, overcoming death, 

restoring us to right relationship with You and one another. 

Send us to those places in deepest need of knowing that creation is redeemed 

and nothing can separate us from Your love. 

Hear our voices and our shouts of praise as we proclaim: 

We have seen the Lord. He is risen indeed! We are not, and will never be, alone. 

We make our prayer in the name of One who taught us to say when we pray, Our Father… 

 

Call to Confession  

We have been ransomed from futile things with the precious blood of Christ. We need not fear 

condemnation, but instead come to the throne of grace to repent boldly and trust in God’s power 

and will to forgive and transform. 

Prayer of Confession  

Lord, we know there is nothing we can do to earn the grace we have received through Christ. 

We regret the times we cheapen it, accepting your gifts while neglecting your commandments. 

Forgive us for not loving one another. Forgive us for not sharing with others. 

Forgive us for going our own way and refusing to follow You. 

Do not let us get so focused on the headlines that we forget the good news of the gospel. 

Come alongside us and remind us of Your Word and our purpose in this world. 

Hear our confession, free us from guilt, open our eyes 

that we might see and know our Savior, alive and present with us now. 

(Silent prayer) Amen. 

 

Assurance of Pardon  

God knows the concerns on our hearts and the worries on our minds. 

God listens and then speaks words of truth and mercy, grace upon grace. 

The risen Christ comes alongside us, grants us peace, forgives us and sets us free. 

Friends, we can believe the good news:   in Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! 

 

Hymn                                                     “Abide with Me”                    Text by Henry F. Lyte 

Abide with me; fast falls the eventide.  The darkness deepens.  Lord with me abide. 

When other helps fail and comforts flee; help of the helpless, O, abide with me. (first verse) 

 

The Word 

Scripture Reading                                                                  Luke 24:13-35: focal 28-31 (NRSV) 
 

8 As they came near the village to which they were going, He walked ahead as if He were going 

on. 29 But they urged Him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, because it is almost evening and the 

day is now nearly over.” So He went in to stay with them. 30 When He was at the table with 

them, He took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. 31 Then their eyes were opened, 

and they recognized Him; and He vanished from their sight. 
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Sermon                         “Big Poppa, the Church, and the Risen Christ”           Rev Becky Baker 

 

A three year old English bulldog named Big Poppa dominated social media this week when a sad 

quarantine photo of him went viral.  The photo, which has been liked more than 740,000 times, 

shows Big Poppa on the balcony looking forlorn because he can no longer play with the children 

in the building.  His owner says she ordered him a bed which arrived too small, but he won’t get 

out of it because he is so sad.  The wide appeal of Big Poppa’s picture is that he is all of us—sad, 

grieved, confused by conflicting information, and too long confined in quarters too small for the 

human spirit!  Big Poppa’s Instagram message is to “take social distancing seriously so he can 

once again play with the children in the building.” 

 

Our text today is a beautifully written story about two folks feeling pretty much like Big Poppa 

and the rest of us.  I hope you will take a minute now to read the entire text, start to finish.  It’s 

so rich and full of meaning that we could never exhaust its spiritual insights.  Let’s take a minute 

to review the story for the grace it provides during these pandemic days of social distancing. 

 

The story takes place on Easter evening.  Two followers of Jesus are shattered by the trauma of 

His crucifixion.  They are walking slowly and hopelessly away from Jerusalem, the hub of their 

spiritual life, to what is likely their home in Emmaus.  During the seven-mile journey, they are 

talking about the events of the weekend and the confusing reports of the women that Jesus had 

been seen alive.  Many of the elements of our current situation are present.  We’ve had to leave 

our building, the hub of our life together as a faith community.  We have headed slowly and 

sadly toward our homes, shaking our heads often in disbelief.  We have mulled over conflicting 

information from the CDC and our governor.  We’ve wondered what the future holds. 

 

Jesus joins our two travelers on their journey and offers a listening ear.  He talks with them about 

scripture, and His words make sense.  When they arrive at Emmaus later that evening, Luke says 

Jesus walked ahead, as if He were going on.  The two followers urge Jesus to stay with them, 

and in the blessing and breaking of the bread they recognize him.  Cleopas and his companion 

(likely his wife) had heard the reports of the resurrection.  Experiencing the presence of the 

Risen Lord was an entirely different thing.  It did not matter that He vanished from their sight.  

Jesus was alive!  They were on their feet and on their way back to Jerusalem to tell the other 

disciples!  We can be sure the return trip was made hurriedly and hopefully. 

 

Their sudden faith was not coerced.  Experiencing Jesus in the midst of  trauma, grief, loneliness, 

and confusion was a gift.  God’s grace enabled Cleopas and his companion see the truth in front 

of them.  “When He was at the table with them, He took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it 

to them.  Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized Him; and He vanished from their 

sight” (Luke 24:30-1).   Luke invites the church of his day and ours to be open to the grace God 

would bestow in the ordinary events of the current moment.   

 

Big Poppa, the bulldog, tells us times are hard and lonely and sad.  There are days when we fully 

understand Big Poppa’s reluctance to get out of bed.  But when, by God’s grace, our eyes are 

opened to His presence in our midst, things become more hopeful.  Our ties as a community of 

faith become deeper and stronger as we share the stories of how we are experiencing Him in this 

unique and difficult time. 
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The story offers one further gift of great hope.  Rev. Mark Ramsey of Macedonian Ministries 

noted Wednesday that Jesus has a gift for being with the disciples and for going on ahead of 

them (see verse 28).  We can be sure that as our state begins to reopen, God is already ahead of 

us, preparing the way for His church to find new and safe ways to be together.  Let’s never tire of 

reminding each other of His grace!  Let’s pray. 

 

Pastoral Prayer 

 

Loving Savior, while Your church is distanced, help us to experience Your presence in our 

homes -- in the easy familiarity of meals shared with You and with loved ones and in the tasks of 

everyday life.  Help us to read this story again and again and to share the stories of how each of 

us is experiencing You in the here and now.  In Your grace, strengthen us, encourage us, and 

deepen our faith.  Amen.  (With appreciation to the late Dr. Fred R. Craddock whose words on 

our text inspired this prayer.) 

 

Response to God’s Word 

 

Call for the Offering  

 

As we debate and deliberate, discuss and question the current events, pressing needs and 

confusing circumstances of our time, Christ comes alongside us. He tells us again of God’s 

goodness and life-giving power, God’s abundant grace and steadfast kindness. Our hearts burn 

within us and we remember the good news of Jesus Christ. In gratitude and trust, we participate 

in God’s will on earth, as in heaven, by the giving of God’s tithes and our offerings. Freely we 

have received, freely let us give.  Giving may be done by mail so that we can continue to meet 

ministry and mission obligations and be prepared for any special needs that occur:  Jackson Presbyterian 

Church, P.O. Box.  664, Jackson, GA 30233. 

 

Prayer of Dedication  

Lord, there is nothing more precious than our relationship with You. When we are sad and 

unsure, You join us on our journey and remind us of Your saving love. When we urge You to 

stay, You come and break bread with us, opening our eyes to You, to life, to resurrection hope. 

Take these gifts, given in faith, bless them and use them so that others will come to see You 

alongside of them in their deepest distress. Amen. 
 

Sharing God’s Love with the World 

 

Hymn of Consecration                      “Be Still, My Soul”          Text by Katharina von Schlegel 

 

Be still my soul!  Thy God doth undertake to guide the future as He has the past. 

Thy hope, thy confidence, let nothing shake; all now mysterious, shall be bright at last. 

Be still my soul!  The waves and winds still know His voice who ruled them  

while He dwelt below. (second verse) 

 
Benediction  

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be 

with you now and remain with you always. 


