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Jackson Presbyterian Church Worship Guide 
May 10, 2020- Fifth Sunday of Easter 

                                          

Welcome to all who worship with us today through this printed order 

of service and message.   While we are physically separated, we can 

use the 11 AM hour to draw close to God together in prayer.  Jill 

Duffield, of the Presbyterian Outlook, wrote most of our liturgy today.  

(Illustration provided by Ronnie Baker.)   

 

 

Gathering in God’s Name:  Physically Distanced - Together in Worship 
 

Call to Worship                            The Lord is risen!  Alleluia!                                  (Luke 24:34) 

Alleluia!  The Lord is risen indeed! 
 

Morning Hymn                         “The Church’s One Foundation”           lyrics by Samuel J. Stone   
The church’s one foundation is Jesus Christ, her Lord; she is His new creation by water and the Word. 

From heav’n He came and sought her to be His holy bride;  

with His own blood He bought her, and for her life He died. 
 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer                   adapted with thanks –Jill Duffield 

Lord, we are here. Perhaps not unlike Jesus’ first disciples, we come to you a little fearful, 

scattered, grateful for our encounters with the risen Christ — but troubled and unsure what to do 

next. As we continue to worship in our separate spaces, we long to be together, gathered in Your 

home, brought to the places you prepare for us.  In our anxiety over the duration of this pandemic 

and in our worries about the ramifications of this trying time, we want desperately to believe in 

You and believe in Jesus. We pray for an outpouring of Your Spirit. Send the Comforter, our 

Advocate, to show us the way, remind us of the truth and grant us abundant life.  
 

Lord, we have questions. We feel upended by so much change and so little control.  We need to 

be honest about our misgivings and doubts.  Confident that You will love us to the end and 

despite our failings, we share with You all that troubles our hearts:  

We are troubled by the mounting deaths caused by COVID-19.  

We are troubled by the growing numbers of lost jobs and economic turmoil.  

We are troubled by our inability to be close to the ones we love when they need us the most.  

We are troubled by children missing out on their education, those who wonder when they will 

next eat, those with no place to find shelter.  

We are troubled by the people wrestling with addiction, those suffering from mental illness and 

those languishing in loneliness.  

We are troubled by pain within and without, the violence inflicted on the innocent, the cruelty 

perpetrated on the vulnerable, the scarcity that belies Your generosity and abundance.  
 

Lord, we come to You, aching to be given a place to rest and a space to set our burdens down. 

We come to You because we believe in You, Your grace, Your mercy, Your compassion and 

Your power. You promise us spaces of rest, inexplicable peace, joy not dependent upon our 

circumstances. In You we find our home. You set us free to do Your work in this world. 
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Lord, help us follow You so closely that others will come to know and believe in You. We ask 

these things in the Name of the One who taught us to pray, Our Father… 
 

Call to Confession  

God promises that if we ask, we will receive. Jesus tell us to believe in him so that our hearts will 

not be troubled. We do not need to languish in guilt or regret or shame. We can come in faith, 

trusting God’s grace and mercy, confess our sin, be forgiven and freed to live in joy. 
 

Prayer of Confession  

Lord, we confess that we cover our ears to your commandments, 

choosing instead to carry out plans that cause suffering and inflict pain on others. 

We neglect to heed your instructions to care for the vulnerable and uphold the weak. 

Out of fear and selfishness we grab and hoard resources meant to be shared and distributed. 

In this season of uncertainty, we are tempted to seek control through self-protection 

rather than surrendering ourselves to you and trusting your promise to never abandon us. 

Forgive our unwillingness to listen to your Word and do your work.  

Hear our confession and grant us mercy, and help us to walk more closely with you. 

(Silent prayer) Amen. 

Assurance of Pardon                                                                                                 (1 Peter 2:10)  

Once you were not a people, but now you are God’s people; 

once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy. 

Friends, believe the good news, through Jesus Christ you are forgiven! Amen. 
                                 

The Word 

Scripture Reading                                                                  John 14:1-14; focal 1-3 (NRSV) 

14 “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me. 2 In my Father’s house 

there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a 

place for you? 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to 

myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. 4 And you know the way to the place where I 

am going.”   Friends, this is the Gospel of Grace.  Thanks be to God. 

 

Sermon                                  “Healing Words for Troubled Hearts ”             Rev Becky Baker 

The date was Wednesday, May 6, 2020, and the place, Riverside Healthcare in Covington.  

Residents in wheelchairs dotted the front lawn holding signs that said, “I am fine.”   Families 

who haven’t seen their loved ones in seven weeks drove by and waved.  The emotions around 

this Mother’s Day are especially complicated.  Many of us would love to see our mothers and 

can’t.  Loved ones are in hospitals and families cannot be with them.  Options for honoring those 

who mean so much to us seem limited.  The situation is troubling. 
 

A children’s pastor at our virtual Presbytery meeting said a child recently asked her, “Why is this 

happening?”  That child’s question is one of many we all have right now.  Where is God in the 

midst of this global crisis?  When will it be safe for older folks and the medically fragile to 

venture out?  When can folks get back to work and when will our favorite businesses re-open?  

When can we safely return to church?  When can kids and college students resume “in-person” 

studies?  For seven weeks we have been bombarded with dire health news and advice on how to 

protect ourselves.  How long will it take us and our society to recover?  While we may not have 

answers for these questions, we can find consolation in the words of John 14. 
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The Gospel-writer describes another troubling time in the life of the church.  The disciples are in 

the Upper Room.  Judas has left to betray Jesus.  The eleven remaining are aware of the 

mounting peril to Jesus, and they fear losing Him. When Jesus tells Peter he will deny Him, Peter 

simply cannot believe it.  Jesus responds by saying, “Let not your heart be troubled” (John 

14:1a).  The “your” is plural, meant not just for Peter, but all the disciples – those present in the 

Upper Room and those privileged to listen in on the conversation today.  What we find here is a 

dialogue on honest questions.  Peter cannot believe he will deny Jesus.  Thomas does not 

understand how they will find Jesus after His departure.  Phillip does not realize he already 

knows the Father, and he asks Jesus to tell them more.  Martin Luther said that John 14, along 

with the two chapters that follow, contains a beautiful sermon by Christ for His anxious, troubled 

disciples.  Luther calls these words “the best and most comforting sermon preached by Christ 

while on this earth.” 
 

Jesus is at His pastoral best in this passage.  He speaks great, knowing words of comfort.  Dale 

Bruner summarizes the passage this way:  “I know that all these hard realities are understandably 

very depressing to you; but, please, don’t let your heart be ‘too troubled’; you cannot trust your 

colleagues completely and, if you are wise, you cannot even trust yourselves completely; but 

please remember the living God in whom you can trust completely; and please remember 

me, too, and my trustworthiness.  Don’t give up on us.  Don’t be too disheartened.”  [Frederick 

Dale Bruner, The Gospel of John (Grand Rapids, MI:  William B. Eerdmans Publishing 

Company, 2012), 809.)] 
 

Though this teaching of Jesus does not offer the promise of physical security, it offers solid 

hope: 

1.  His affectionate “dear little children” in 13: 33 reminds disciples in all places and times that 

they are beloved.  We may be sad, anxious, and vulnerable, but we are safe in His presence. 

2.  He is honest about the trouble ahead and tells the original disciples about His coming 

departure (14:2-3).   

3.  He offers reassurance.  Though He is going away, He will return.  He is preparing a place 

large enough for all (14:2-3) so His disciples can be with Him. 

4.  When Thomas and Philip continue to be troubled, Jesus responds to their questions, inviting 

them to trust what they know about Him and to rely on the solid promises of God they have seen 

demonstrated (14:11) 

5.  He offers a stunning promise in verse 12.  When Jesus says, “Amen, amen, I say to you,” we 

listen up.  We are invited to join Him in His mission, to pray about His mission, and to receive 

His promised assistance, His support, and His power. 

Dr. Erin Raffety is a specialist in congregational leadership for people with disabilities.  She has 

a daughter with disabilities, and what she has learned raising her daughter is helping her face this 

virus. Her comments on this passage offer practical insight.  She says she has learned to make 

peace with the unanswerable whys.   She says we cannot prevent or control the virus.  Our lives 

are shot through with daily reminders that we are vulnerable.  There is grief over our 

vulnerability, grief over cancelled events and ceremonies and grief over postponed memorial 

services.  There is grief on top of grief, grief “all the way down.”  But there is also love.  While 

our love cannot rescue others from hardship, it can nourish them, cover them, and accompany 

them in a way that really matters.  As we grieve that life is not permanent, let us commit 
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ourselves to love “even more fiercely, generously, and lavishly.”  (Erin Raffety in Lindsey S. 

Jodrey, “Commentary on John 14:1-14,” Working Preacher, May 2020). 
 

Grief and love are the twin take-aways from this passage.  The words of Jesus remind us that 

God’s love will conquer death, and love will find a way.   For those on the front lines-- scientists, 

healthcare workers, teachers, those growing and transporting food and those stocking shelves, 

love is expressed in acts of service.  For the rest of us, love finds expression in prayer, listening, 

creative acts of kindness, and prayerful trust in a faithful God.   
 

So friends, let us pray what is in our hearts, for there is room in our relationship with God to be 

honest about our hurt, pain, questions and requests.  Then let us rest in the comforting message 

of our Lord.  As Dale Bruner translates it, “My Father is here, alive and well; He is trustworthy; I 

am here, too, and you can trust me.  Please do!”  The antidote to troubled hearts and spirits is 

refreshing our trust relationship with God and the Son, who knows how to calm storms and to 

reach ports.  (Bruner, The Gospel of John, 810).  
 

Let’s pray. 

Gracious God, sometimes our hearts are completely overwhelmed by the pain and suffering we 

see.  We turn to You in faith, trusting that Your strength is made perfect in our weakness and that 

Your grace is sufficient.  We love You and need You.  In Jesus’ Name we pray.  Amen. 
 

Response to God’s Word 

Call for the Offering  

All we have comes from the One who made heaven and earth. In gratitude for all the blessings of 

this life, we offer with joy God’s tithes and our offerings.  Giving may be done by mail so that we 

can continue to meet ministry and mission obligations and be prepared for any special needs that occur:  

Jackson Presbyterian Church, P.O. Box.  664, Jackson, GA 30233. 
 

Prayer of Dedication  

Lord, out of love You prepare a place for us not only in heaven, but on earth. We are never 

outside of Your care or left to fend for ourselves. You are the way, the truth and the life that 

eases the troubles of our hearts. Take these gifts, bless and use them to create places of refuge for 

those most in need of Your peace and rest. May these offerings build spaces of love and grace 

here and now, so that all can celebrate together in our Father’s house. 
 

Sharing God’s Love with the World 
 

Hymn of Consecration                     “Be Still My Soul”         lyrics by Katharina von Schiegel 

Be still, my soul:  The Lord is on thy side; with patience bear thy cross of grief or pain. 

Leave to thy God to order and provide; in ev’ry change, He faithful will remain. 

Be still, my soul:  Thy best, thy heav’nly Friend thru thorny ways leads to a joyful end. 

 

Charge and Benediction                                                                                    (Romans 8:38-39)  

For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to 

come, nor powers, nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate 

us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 

love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you now and remain with you always. 

 


