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Jackson Presbyterian Church Worship Guide 

 
                 May 17, 2020- Sixth Sunday of Easter 

                                          

Welcome to all who worship with us today through this printed order of 

service and message.   While we are physically separated, we can use the 11 

AM hour to draw close to God together in prayer.  Jill Duffield, of the 

Presbyterian Outlook, wrote most of our liturgy today.  (Photo courtesy of 

Grace Meredith.  Thanks, Grace and Glenn!)   

 

Gathering in God’s Name:  Physically Distanced - Together in Worship 
 

Call to Worship                            The Lord is risen!  Alleluia!                                  (Luke 24:34) 

Alleluia!  The Lord is risen indeed! 

 

Morning Hymn                   “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”                  Charles Wesley 

Love divine, all loves excelling, Joy of heav’n, to earth come down! 

Fix in us Thy humble dwelling; all Thy faithful mercies crown. 

Jesus, Thou art all compassion; pure unbounded love Thou art. 

Visit us with Thy salvation; enter every trembling heart. (first verse) 
 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer                   adapted with thanks –Jill Duffield 

Helper, Holy Spirit, Advocate, Comforter, come to us now as we seek the wisdom and will of 

our God. We want to love as Jesus commands, loving others no less than He loves us, and yet we 

struggle with pettiness and partisanship, with greed and selfishness. Our fears prevent us from 

practicing the perfect love that sets us free to live with joy. For just a moment, Helper, Holy 

Spirit, Advocate and Comforter, come to us and quiet our minds, calm our hearts, envelop us 

with the peace of Christ.   Abiding in the God who abides in us, we remember Jesus’ teachings to 

serve and tend, feed and visit, clothe and welcome. We remember those who feel forgotten. We 

embrace those who know rejection. We treat with tenderness those who have been abused. We 

seek out those who are lost. We stand with the vulnerable and speak up to those who oppress the 

weak. We will not abandon those who mourn but will remain with the brokenhearted until 

resurrection resounds through all creation.  
 

Helper, Holy Spirit, Advocate and Comforter, come to us now to ease our burdens, refresh our 

souls and make our joy complete.   Helper, Holy Spirit, Advocate and Comforter come to us now 

to assure us that we are not alone, not now, not ever. We pray in the name of our Savior Jesus 

Christ, the One who taught us to say when we pray, Our Father…  
 

Call to Confession  

The Holy Spirit, the Advocate, gives us the words we need to speak. Jesus Christ himself prays 

for us. We need not fear sharing our failings with the One who abides with us and in us. With the 

confidence of the children of God, let us confess our sin to God and before one another.  
 

Prayer of Confession  

Lord, you tell us that if we love You, we will keep Your commandments. 

You tell us that Your new commandment is to love one another as You have loved us. 
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We cannot possibly live up to this standard. We frequently neglect your teachings. 

We easily see others’ faults and too often make excuses for our own. 

Send the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, to help us follow Your instructions to feed the hungry, 

tend to the hurting and love our enemies. 

In your mercy forgive us yet again and free us to love God and neighbor more fully. 

(Silent prayer) Amen. 

 

Assurance of Pardon  

God is not far from us. God is closer than our own breath. 

We are not alone, not left to save ourselves. Jesus Christ came to save sinners. 

When we confess our sin and repent, the heavens rejoice and we can trust we are forgiven. 

 

Hymn                                       “O God, Our Help in Ages Past”              lyrics by Isaac Watts 

O God, our Help in ages past, our Hope for years to come, 

our Shelter from the stormy blast, and our eternal Home! 

Under the shadow of Thy throne still may we dwell secure; 

sufficient is Thine arm alone, and our defense is sure. 

O God, our Help in ages past, our Hope for years to come, 

Be Thou our Guide while life shall last, and our eternal Home. 
                               

The Word 

 

Prayer for Illumination  

Almighty God, we know that we are not to be a people of fear, and yet there is much of which 

we are afraid in these challenging times. We come to You now, asking for the gift of Your living 

Word. Enlighten the eyes of our heart so that we can be the people of love You call us to be.  

 

Scripture Reading                                                                                     John 14:15-21 [CEB] 
15 “If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 16 I will ask the Father, and He will send 

another Companion, who will be with you forever. 17 This Companion is the Spirit of Truth, 

whom the world can’t receive because it neither sees Him nor recognizes Him. You know Him, 

because He lives with you and will be with you. 
18 “I won’t leave you as orphans. I will come to you. 19 Soon the world will no longer see Me, but 

you will see me. Because I live, you will live too. 20 On that day you will know that I am in my 

Father, you are in me, and I am in you. 21 Whoever has My commandments and keeps them loves 

Me. Whoever loves Me will be loved by My Father, and I will love them and reveal Myself to 

them.”  Friends, this is the Gospel of Grace.  Thanks be to God. 

 

Sermon                                                    “The Helper”                                   Rev Becky Baker 

 

When we left our beloved sanctuary March 15th, we expected to be gone two weeks to “help 

flatten the curve” of new COVID-19 cases.  Two long months have passed, and many of us are 

still “sheltering in place,” wondering when it will be safe to return.  The Presbytery of Greater 

Atlanta has provided guidelines for a slow, phased reopening of church buildings.  One has only 

to read these guidelines (and those of other denominations and churches) to realize we will return 

to a very different world from the one we left.  If these guidelines are to be followed, we will 

continue what we are doing for a while longer.  Eventually we will return to worship in the 
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sanctuary but will find that social distancing and masks are encouraged, and printed bulletins, 

congregational and choral singing, and childcare are discouraged.  COVID-19 has changed our 

world in ways we cannot even imagine at this point. 

 

The disciples are about to experience a changed world as well.  Jesus is speaking to them just 

hours before His arrest and crucifixion. What started as a typical Passover meal becomes 

something quite startling.  Jesus tells them things are going to get bad.  He tells them He is going 

away.  As He looks into their stricken faces, we have to wonder if His chin was quivering and 

there were tears in His eyes.  The Gospels all describe Jesus as “troubled” that night.  Of all the 

things that He might have said next, Jesus chose to remind the disciples “If you love me, you will 

keep my commandments” (verse 15).  He is referring to a statement He made earlier in the 

evening when He washed the disciples’ feet: “Little children, I am with you only a little  

longer . . . .  I give you a new commandment, that you love one another.  Just as I have loved 

you, you also should love one another” (John 13: 33a, 34).   

 

In this sad time, Jesus reminds them of a mission to fulfill.  As Jill Duffield put it in this 

morning’s Prayer of Confession, the disciples must have thought (as do we)  “We cannot 

possibly live up to this standard.”  Jesus seems to be asking who they will be when He is gone.  

“Will they be a part of an understandable world of vengeance, victims, and victors?  Will they, 

rather, live in the world Jesus is creating where those who love Him do something about it, not 

just paying lip service but actually carrying out His commandments?”  (Lindsay Armstrong, 

Connections, Year A, Volume 2, 283).  It almost seems too much to ask, yet Jesus is clear about 

what is to be done.  Jesus is saying the truth of God’s love will now dwell in them, and in all the 

disciples to come.  “The love Jesus wants His hearers to embrace is not an abstract philosophical 

concept, but the lived reality revealed in the life, relationships, and actions of a simple Nazarene 

who looks and talks like them and lives simply among them. . . .” (Nancy Ramsay, Feasting on 

the Word, Year A, Volume 2, 492).   

 

Recognizing how hard it will be without Him, Jesus adds a promise:  “I will not leave you as 

orphans” (John 14:18a).   Scott Hozee of the Calvin Institute, puts it this way:   

 

     And out of that atmosphere—and also into that taut atmosphere—Jesus was motivated in love      

     and compassion to say, ‘My friends, I will not abandon you.  I will not leave you as orphans. 

     Please stop crying, please stop being so afraid as I know you are.  It’s going to be OK.   

     Really!  I know this looks and sounds bad—and parts of what is to come will be bad, too, 

     I admit—but in the end, I will be with you in a way you cannot imagine right now.  This 

     Holy Spirit, He really will help.’      

 

Jesus’ promise, delivered to the first to follow, is available for us as well.  We are the part of 

God’s church that is usually located on North Oak Street in Jackson, GA.  But, for now, we are 

scattered, and life is stressful, sad, and lonely.  None of us could have imagined this happening, 

ever.  Yet the words of Jesus echo through two millennia to remind us, “Love one another as I 

have loved you,” and, by the way, I’m sending help.  “There will be help in fulfilling your 

mission of praying for others, helping to feed Butts County students this summer, help for your 

other ministries, and help for your own struggles as well”.  Scott Hoezee concludes, “When 

THIS ONE tells you that you are not abandoned, He means it.”  “The Helper” – the Friend Jesus 
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promised to send, has come.  The Helper is here to help us be who God calls us to be, even when 

we cannot be together.  

 

Let’s pray.   

Gracious God, we thank You for these words of Jesus before his death, words of comfort for His 

disciples and promises of His presence with them no matter what: these words assure them, and 

us, that the Spirit of God will be with us and carry us and empower us to great things, "far more 

than all we can ask or imagine" (Ephesians 3:20).  Amen. 

Response to God’s Word 

 

Call for the Offering  

Gracious God, You listen to us and abide with us. You sent Your Son to save us, and You gave 

us the Advocate to guide us.  You promise to never leave us alone. Your goodness astounds us. 

We offer in thanks a portion of the resources you have entrusted to us.  Giving may be done by 

mail so that we can continue to meet ministry and mission obligations and be prepared for any special 

needs that occur:  Jackson Presbyterian Church, P.O. Box.  664, Jackson, GA 30233.  Please consider a 

gift beyond your regular tithes and offerings to help with the summer Smart Lunch program to feed Butts 

County’s kids. 
 

Prayer of Dedication  

Lord, in You we live and move and have our being. You pour out your blessings upon us and we 

rest in Your steadfast kindness. We cannot possibly return to You that which You deserve. We 

can only humbly present You with these gifts in gratitude and joy. Use our offerings, we pray, to 

show the love of Jesus Christ to a hurting world. May they be a source of hope and comfort to all 

those who need to know they are not alone. In Christ’s name we pray. Amen. 

 

Sharing God’s Love with the World 

 

Hymn of Consecration                        “Jesus Calls Us”                lyrics by Cecil F. Alexander 

 

Jesus calls us o’er the tumult of our life’s wild, restless sea; 

day by day His sweet voice soundeth, saying “Christian, follow Me.” 

Jesus calls us from the worship of the vain world’s golden store, 

from each idol that would keep us, saying “Christian love Me more.” 

In our joys and in our sorrows, days of toil and hours of ease, 

still He calls, in cares and pleasures, “Christian love Me more than these.” 

Jesus calls us:  by Thy mercies, Savior, may we hear Thy call, 

Give our hearts to Thine obedience, serve and love Thee best of all. 

 

Charge and Benediction                                  (1 Peter 3:15-16 and 1 Thessalonians 5:23-24,28)  

 

In your hearts sanctify Christ as Lord. Always be ready to make your defense to anyone who 

demands from you an accounting for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and 

reverence. May the God of peace sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit and soul and body be 

kept sound and blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. The One who calls you is 

faithful and will do this. The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 


