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Jackson Presbyterian Church Worship Guide 
 

               May 24, 2020—Seventh Sunday of Easter 

Welcome to all who worship with us today through this printed                             

order of service and message.   While we are physically 

separated, we can use the 11 AM hour to draw close to God 

together in prayer.  Jill Duffield, of the Presbyterian Outlook, 

wrote most of our liturgy today.     
 

Gathering in God’s Name:  Physically Distanced - Together in Worship 
 

Call to Worship               The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Morning Hymn                                      “The Solid Rock” (verse 1)       lyrics by Edward Mote  

My hope is built on nothing less than Jesus' blood and righteousness; 

I dare not trust the sweetest frame, but wholly lean on Jesus' name. 
On Christ, the solid rock, I stand; all other ground is sinking sand, all other ground is sinking sand. 
 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer                   adapted with thanks –Jill Duffield 

Loving God, knowing that Christ prays for us, we join our hearts and voices in His prayers for 

the world. We come before You seeking to ask the right questions, to discern Your answers and 

to do Your will. We cast our anxieties on You, knowing that You care for us.  

 

Merciful God, knowing that our ways our not Your ways, we humble ourselves and ask for Your 

guidance. As we struggle with how to navigate these turbulent and frightening times, we pray 

that You would help us make choices that glorify You and demonstrate our love for our 

neighbors. Help us to look to the interest of others as we begin to venture from our homes again. 

Do not let us be a stumbling block to the well-being of the vulnerable and weaker among us.  

 

Gracious God, knowing that nothing can separate us from Your love, we pray for those in 

greatest need of Your strength and courage. Comfort those who mourn. Bind up the 

brokenhearted. Feed the hungry. Set the captives free. Enliven us with the Spirit so that we may 

be the light and salt we are called to be in Your world.  

 

Generous God, knowing that there is no end to Your goodness, we pray to do Your will, no 

matter where it takes us or what it requires of us. You give us the power of the Holy Spirit to be 

Your witnesses to the ends of the earth. Free us from whatever prevents us from being 

welcoming, generous and loving. Make us one in our service to our Savior Jesus Christ, who 

taught us to say when we pray, Our Father… 

 

Call to Confession  

God, we humble ourselves before You. The burden of our sin is too heavy to carry and too big to 

hide. We rejoice in your promise of mercy and forgiveness. Hear us as we name that which we 

no longer want to have dominion over us. Hear us and set us free. 
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Prayer of Confession 

Lord, You pray that Your followers will be one as You and Your Father are one, 

and yet we divide into factions, demonize those with whom we disagree 

and fail to show the world we are Yours through our love of one another. 

We are to be Your witnesses to the ends of the earth, 

revealing Your mercy and enacting Your compassion. 

Instead we keep silent when we should speak and speak when we ought to remain silent. 

Forgive us for our failure to take risks for Your sake. 

Grant us your grace and embolden us to share it, forgiving others as we have been forgiven. 

(Silent prayer) Amen. 
 

Assurance of Pardon                                                                                                 (1 Peter 5:10)  

Friends, Christ himself restores, supports, strengthens and establishes us. Believe the good news, 

through Jesus Christ we are forgiven! Thanks be to God. 
 

Hymn                                                     “Abide with Me”                    Text by Henry F. Lyte 

Abide with me; fast falls the eventide.  The darkness deepens.  Lord with me abide. 

When other helps fail and comforts flee; help of the helpless, O, abide with me. (first verse) 
                             

The Word 
 

Scripture Reading                                                                                                       John 17:1-11  

17After Jesus had spoken these words, He looked up to heaven and said, “Father, the hour has 

come; glorify Your Son so that the Son may glorify You, 2since You have given Him authority 

over all people, to give eternal life to all whom You have given him. 3And this is eternal life, that 

they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have sent. 4I glorified You 

on earth by finishing the work that You gave me to do. 5So now, Father, glorify Me in Your own 

presence with the glory that I had in Your presence before the world existed. 
6”I have made Your name known to those whom You gave me from the world. They were 

Yours, and You gave them to me, and they have kept Your word. 7Now they know that 

everything You have given me is from You; 8for the words that You gave to me I have given to 

them, and they have received them and know in truth that I came from You; and they have 

believed that You sent me. 9I am asking on their behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the world, 

but on behalf of those whom You gave me, because they are Yours. 10All mine are Yours, and 

Yours are mine; and I have been glorified in them.  11And now I am no longer in the world, but 

they are in the world, and I am coming to You. Holy Father, protect them in Your name that You 

have given me, so that they may be one, as we are one.   

 

Friends, this is the Gospel of Grace.  Thanks be to God. 

 

Sermon                                   “A Window into God’s Heart”                        Rev. Becky Baker 

The young mother was busy with a project.  She was creating a video message for her two 

daughters so when they were older, they could hear her speak about the things  she most hoped 

would guide their lives after she was gone.  The week she received her diagnosis, she had wept 

with a friend and then asked her to check on the girls from time to time and be there for them as 

they grew up.  Her friend suggested making the video so the girls could receive her motherly 

care and love, even though she would not be alive to speak it to them in person. 
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This morning’s passage, “The High Priestly Prayer,” describes a similar episode in the life of our 

Savior.  He and the disciples are still gathered around the table on the night of His betrayal.  

They have talked at length about many important things.  And then it happens. . . Jesus lifts His 

eyes to heaven and He prays.  He is hours away from the crucifixion, and He prays about His 

most urgent hopes for His disciples.  He wants to communicate one last time what was at the 

center of His life and heart, and we have an opportunity to overhear His prayer.  I hope you will 

find a quiet place and read through these eleven verses slowly and carefully.  Nancy Ramsay 

says what is central for Christ on this night is “that we would know God through His life and 

ministry.  His final hopes are not a celebration of Himself, but the recognition that His life and 

ministry are windows into God’s love and saving purposes”  (Nancy J. Ramsay, Feasting on the 

Word Year A, Vol 2, 538).  Jesus prays from the security of the deep and abiding relationship He 

enjoys with the Father, a relationship that He has made available to us. 
 

In a short time, the disciples would not experience Jesus in the familiar, easy way they had 

known for the past three years.  He was walking into the horror of Roman crucifixion, and even 

after rising from the dead, He would ascend to God and be gone from their sight.  They must 

have been filled with fear, dread, and questions as they scattered after His arrest.  We wonder if 

they felt as frantic as some of us feel now.  To use one of Jill Duffield’s phrases, “our pandemic- 

forced exit” from our church buildings has left the church longing for fellowship over a cup of 

coffee, the familiar comfort of sitting on a pew and listening to the choir, reading scripture and 

praying together, and leaving feeling renewed and ready for another week of service.  We have 

lived for weeks now with printed worship guides, phone calls, texts, and emails.  They feel like 

poor substitutes for the real thing, and our mixed emotions churn within us.  Learning to navigate 

life differently to support our own health and that of others seems overwhelming.  We cry out 

our questions in prayer.  Lord, why?  When will this end and our old ways of life be restored?  

When will it be safe to gather in person again?      
 

While Session develops strategies for reopening our building, we can mine today’s text for the 

comfort and direction it offers the church.  We see Jesus doing what has been His habit 

throughout His ministry – He turns to God in prayer.  David Lose reminds us Jesus demonstrated 

throughout His ministry that we can pray anytime (David Lose, “Jesus’ Prayer and Ours,” May 

27, 2014, Working Preacher). 
 

There is more, though.  Prayer is about what is on your heart.  In this particular prayer, Jesus is 

recapping His life focus – to point us toward God, to become a window through which we can 

understand God’s love and concern for us and the value God places on each of us.  The third 

verse offers an explanation of eternal life:  “And this is eternal life, that they may know You, the 

only true God and Jesus Christ whom You have sent” (John 17:3).  Jesus is saying that the 

reason He came was to reveal God’s heart and invite us into the kind of on ongoing relationship 

He enjoys with the Father.  He is telling the Father that He showed us God is available wherever 

we are and in the midst of whatever we are feeling.   

 

We have to read a little further to get to the best part of the prayer.  In the twentieth verse we 

hear Jesus say, “And I ask not only on behalf of these” [His disciples], “but also on behalf of 

those who will believe in Me through their word.”  That’s you and me, folks.  Jesus is praying on 

our behalf.  That leads us to one last conclusion, courtesy of David Lose:  We never pray alone.  
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Pastors will tell you they are often asked to pray at social functions and family get-togethers.  

Being a “professional pray-er” is an occupational function that can deprive others of 

opportunities to gain confidence in their own access to God if pastors are not careful.  Jesus 

assures each of us that whenever we pray, wherever we pray, we do not pray alone.  Jesus prays 

with us.  We don’t have to be in the church sanctuary, our prayer closet, or any other special 

place to lift up our eyes to heaven and speak as Jesus did, “Father . . . .”  Let me invite you to 

lean into the confidence that God left the building with us.  He promised never to leave us, and 

God is as close as our next prayer.  Will you pray with me?   
   
Gracious God, we thank You for inviting us into a deeply personal, caring relationship that we 

can enjoy anytime and anywhere.  Quiet our hearts to hear Your care, Your guidance, Your 

invitation to join You in mission wherever we are.  As we anticipate Pentecost Sunday, assure us 

once again that the Spirit of God will be with us and carry us and empower us to great things, 

"far more than all we can ask or imagine" (Ephesians 3:20).  Amen. 

Response to God’s Word 
 

Call for the Offering  

What could we return to God for the gift of eternal life? What can we render to the Lord for the 

gift of salvation? We offer nothing less than ourselves even as we return to God a portion of 

what God has entrusted to us. Giving may be done by mail so that we can continue to meet ministry 

and mission obligations and be prepared for any special needs that occur:  Jackson Presbyterian Church, 

P.O. Box.  664, Jackson, GA 30233.  Please consider a gift beyond your regular tithes and offerings to 

help with the summer Smart Lunch program to feed Butts County’s kids. 

 

Prayer of Dedication  

Gracious God, often our anxieties and fear overwhelm our desire to trust You. We give in to 

worry and suppress the Spirit’s urging to be generous and open-hearted. But this morning, in 

faith, we offer You these resources, knowing You will take them, bless them, multiply them and 

use them to meet the world’s needs. May this offering help ease the pain of those wondering if 

there really is enough for everyone. We thank you for the ability to participate in Your life-

giving work. In Christ’s name we pray, amen. 

 

Sharing God’s Love with the World 

 

Hymn of Consecration                     “More Love to Thee”                 Text by Elizabeth Prentiss 

More Love to Thee, O Christ, more love to Thee!  Hear Thou the prayer I make on bended knee. 

This is my earnest plea; more love O Christ, to Thee.  More love to Thee, more love to Thee! 
 

Charge and Benediction                                                                                  (Romans 15:5-6) 

Go out into the world in peace. Have courage! Hold fast to what is good. Return no one evil for 

evil. Strengthen the faint-hearted, support the weak, help the suffering. Honor all people. Love 

and serve the Lord your God, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit.   

 

May the God of endurance and encouragement grant you to live in such harmony with one 

another, in accord with Christ Jesus, that together you may with one voice glorify the God and 

Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 


