
1 

 

Jackson Presbyterian Church Worship Guide 
May 3, 2020- Fourth Sunday of Easter 

                                                                             

2020 Kentucky Turtle Derby 
 

Welcome to all who worship with us today through this printed order of service and message.   

While we are physically separated, we can use the 11 AM hour to draw close to God together in 

prayer.  Jill Duffield, of the Presbyterian Outlook, wrote most of our liturgy today.  (Illustration 

provided by Ronnie Baker.  Thanks!!) 

 

Gathering in God’s Name:  Physically Distanced - Together in Worship 

 

Call to Worship                         The Lord is risen!  Alleluia!                                  (Luke 24:34) 

Alleluia!  The Lord is risen indeed! 

 

Morning Hymn                                       “Doxology”                             lyrics by Thomas Ken   

Praise God from whom all blessings flow.  Praise Him all creatures here below. 

Praise Him above, ye heavenly hosts.  Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer               (adapted with thanks to Jill Duffield)  

Almighty God, when we consider what You have done for us, we are filled with wonder. You 

sent your Son to save us. You set the table for us and Jesus Himself serves us. You do not leave 

us in the dark but send the light of Christ to guide us. You give us Your living Word, a 

compassionate community, the bread of heaven and the prayers of the faithful. We will fear no 

evil. We ask, Good Shepherd, for your rod and staff to guide and comfort us.  

 

While we lament our inability to be together in churches, we rejoice in the ability to praise You 

no matter where we are gathered. Knowing that You give us the gift of prayer and the 

responsibility to care for each other, we lift up to You now those who feel as if they have been in 

the valley of darkness for far too long.  Bring comfort to the brokenhearted and relief to the 

oppressed. Grant peace to the anxious and heal the sick. Strengthen all who do essential work, 

protect them and ease their fears and those of the ones who love them. Grant wisdom and 

discernment to people in positions of power. Help us all to look to the interest of others so that 

all may have the abundant life Christ came to give.  

 

Lord, You call us by name and show us where to go and how to serve. Help us to better hear 

Your voice so we can avoid lesser gods and vain pursuits. As we wrestle with the stress of this 

season, the uncertainty and the suffering of this pandemic, make us brave in our kindness, 

tireless in service, and humble in our walk with You. Do not let us grow weary of doing good.  
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As we come together, across time and space, with the whole communion of the saints, we seek to 

reflect Your love, sharing with one another, supporting the weak, tending to the vulnerable, 

breaking bread with all people, knowing we are reconciled and saved through the grace of our 

Good Shepherd, Jesus Christ, who taught us to say when we pray, Our Father … 

 

Call to Confession  

Jesus knows our names, calls us and offers us abundant life. God’s goodness and mercy follow 

us all the days of our life. Trusting in these sure promises, we boldly confess our sin to God and 

with one another.  

 

Prayer of Confession  

Lord, you are our Shepherd. You seek us when we are lost and guide us in life-giving ways. 

Yet, we turn from You and heed the voices of thieves and bandits. 

You know us by name, but we refuse to hear Your call and instead go our own way. 

Forgive us for failing to follow You. 

Quiet the noise around and within us so that we might better recognize Your word  

and do Your will. 

Come close, calm our fears, go ahead of us, so that we might see You clearly and be saved. 

Amen. 

Assurance of Pardon  

Even though we walk through the darkest valley, we need not fear evil.  God is with us. 

God’s rod and staff comfort us.  God forgives and transforms us. 

Friends, we can believe the good news-- through Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! 

 

Hymn                                      “Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us”  attributed to Dorothy A. Thrupp 

(verses one and two) 

Savior, like a shepherd lead us, much we need Thy tender care. 

In Thy pleasant pastures feed us, for our use Thy folds prepare. 

We are Thine, do Thou befriend us, be the Guardian of our way; 

keep Thy flock from sin, defend us, seek us when we go astray: 

Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, Thou hast bought us, Thine we are; (repeat). 

 

The Word 

Scripture Reading                                                                  John 10:1-10; focal 1-4 (CEB) 
 

1 I assure you that whoever doesn’t enter into the sheep pen through the gate but climbs over the 

wall is a thief and an outlaw. 2 The one who enters through the gate is the shepherd of the 

sheep. 3 The guard at the gate opens the gate for Him, and the sheep listen to His voice. He calls 

His own sheep by name and leads them out. 4 Whenever He has gathered all of his sheep, He 

goes before them and they follow Him, because they know His voice.  

 

Sermon                                         “For the Unforeseeable Future . . .”             Rev Becky Baker 

 

A year ago this weekend, the 145th Kentucky Derby ended with a first-ever, historic event--the  

disqualification of a Derby winner for an on-track violation.  Maximum Security, who crossed 

the finish line first, relinquished his title to Country House.  The battle for title may eventually be 

settled by the courts, but for the “unforeseeable/unpredicatable future,” the Derby’s most recent 
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winner is Country Horse.  Though “Derby Week” is typically the week before the first Saturday 

in May, all that has changed for this year.  Like other sports events, “the most exciting two 

minutes in sports” has been postponed to a later date.  Featured in its place is “the slowest eight 

minutes in sports,” the Kentucky Turtle Derby.  Racing announcer Larry Collmus is calling the 

race remotely.  Churchill Downs bugler Steve Buttleman will play from the comfort of his home.  

Does all of this sound familiar?  Well—maybe not the term “Turtle Derby” since this is only the 

second in history, but speaking and playing from home --- that’s what we do these days. 

 

This has been the season of cancellations and disappointments, all accompanied by the failures 

of Plans B and C to materialize.  With this season of life has come an entirely new vocabulary:  

“super-spreader events,” “flatten the curve,” “hand hygiene,” “social distancing,” “shelter-in-

place order,” “drive-thru testing,” “PPE,” “slow roll-out,” and “preparing for a second wave.”  

Pastors have engaged in online discussions about whether we are “hunkering down for a 

blizzard,” “settling into winter,” or entering a new Ice Age.  Blizzard theories have fallen by the 

wayside as we try to adjust to what we hope is a “season” rather than an entirely new way of life.    

 

I enjoyed so many of the ways we served together as a church before the pandemic.  This 

weekend, for instance, would likely have been the date for our annual Spring Fling.  We would 

have welcomed the community in, enjoyed great fellowship, bought some crafts and plants (and 

of course, Vidalia onions), and perhaps led some tours of the sanctuary.  I miss it.  I wonder 

whether kids will return to the classroom in the fall, and will latecomers need our backpacks?  

Will the Literacy Task Force meet in person again and will they need more books?   

 

I wonder, if we can’t do the things we did before, how can we make a difference?   What 

ministry opportunities are before us in this season and how can we respond?  Should we do 

something more or different or better?  How would God have the church respond in this season 

of human history?  My professional literature is filled with lists of questions to ponder, but I’m 

not finding lists of answers anywhere.  Maybe you are feeling the same way.  Which headlines 

should we read or ignore?  Whose advice is helpful and whose is false?  Which leaders are 

trustworthy?  Whose voice can provide the guidance we need? 

 

While this may be Derby Week for the country, this fourth week of Easter is known as Good 

Shepherd week for God’s church.  The lectionary Gospel reading, John 10:1-10, describes Christ 

as the “Good Shepherd” who lays down His life for His sheep.  This teaching of Jesus assures us 

we will hear His voice and can respond to His guidance.  The great news in this text is that the 

Good Shepherd knows your name and mine.  He knows that like sheep, we can be distracted by 

the sound of an incoming storm, the rumors of wolves lurking outside the fence, and thieves and 

bandits coming out of nowhere.  He knows we can lose our way easily, thrashing about for the 

rest, peace of mind, hope, and direction only He can provide. 

 

The Good Shepherd tends the flock, keeping them together, even when they feel alone.  Jill 

Duffield rightly observes that “This time of worldwide suffering cannot be lived alone.  We need 

each other.”  We need the Body of Christ, the fellowship of believers, especially when we cannot 

be with each other in person.   This is the time to be creative about making contact.  Our phones 

still work.  The mail still runs.  Many have experience with social media.  We all have good gifts 

to share and those gifts are needed now.  Someone needs the listening ear, the word of 
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encouragement that only you can provide.  Make contact, and trust that the Good Shepherd will 

use your effort to keep us together even when we are apart. 

 

The Good Shepherd speaks softly, gently, calming fear and tending wounds.  And as we learn to 

listen for His voice, we just might hear Him asking (as God asked Moses), “What is in your 

hand?”  The object in the hand of Moses was an ordinary staff used in the ordinary task of 

tending sheep. God used Moses and that staff to lead the children of Israel out of misery. God 

has probably placed something just as useful in your hand.  Listen for the question, and then let 

the Good Shepherd show you the many ways He can use that hobby, ability, gift to make a 

positive difference in the world.  He assures us that “He calls His own sheep by name and leads 

them out. 4 Whenever He has gathered all of his sheep, He goes before them and they follow 

Him, because they know His voice” (John 10:3-4).   

 

By the way, “slow and steady” was predicted to win the 2020 Kentucky Turtle Derby.    

Let’s pray. 

 

Pastoral Prayer 

Good Shepherd, we listen for Your voice, knowing that You won’t ask us to do it all.  Help us to 

find and do our part, following Your lead as we do it.  Amen. 

 

Response to God’s Word 

 

Call for the Offering  

Jesus himself bore our sins on the cross.  By His wounds we are being healed.  How, then, will 

we respond to such a gift? We respond with gratitude by giving joyfully a portion of what God 

has entrusted to us. Let us worship God with God’s tithes and our offerings.   Giving may be done 

by mail so that we can continue to meet ministry and mission obligations and be prepared for any special 

needs that occur:  Jackson Presbyterian Church, P.O. Box.  664, Jackson, GA 30233. 

 

Prayer of Dedication  

God of goodness and mercy, You walk with us through the darkest valleys, provide for us in the 

direst of circumstances, lead us beside still waters and restore our souls. In joy and gratitude, we 

offer you these gifts. Bless them and use them, we pray, to show others the gate of salvation and 

the abundant life made possible through your Son, our Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen.  
 

Sharing God’s Love with the World 

 

Hymn of Consecration         “O God, Our Help in Ages Past” (v.6) Text by Isaac Watts (Psalm 90) 

O God our help in ages past, our Hope for years to come. 

Be Thou our Guide while life shall last, and our eternal home. 

 

Charge and Benediction                                               (from The Book of Common Worship)  

Go out into the world in peace. Have courage! Hold fast to what is good. Return no one evil for 

evil. Strengthen the faint-hearted, support the weak, help the suffering. Honor all people. Love 

and serve the Lord your God, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. May the grace of our 

Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with you now and 

remain with you always. 


