
1 

 

Jackson Presbyterian Church Worship Guide, May 31, 2020 
Pentecost Sunday 

Welcome to all who worship with us today through this printed order of 

service and message.   While we are still physically separated, we can use 

the 11 AM hour to draw close to God together in prayer.  Jill Duffield, of the 

Presbyterian Outlook, contributed to our liturgy today.     
 

Gathering in God’s Name:  Physically Distanced - Together in Worship 
 

Preparation for Worship      

God of life, as we prepare for worship today 

help us not to take lightly the highly charged message we proclaim. 

Help us sense the power, beauty, and mission of Your Spirit. 

Through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

Morning Hymn                                “Here Is Love” (verse 1)            Lyrics by William Rees 

 

Here is love, vast as the ocean, loving-kindness as the flood, 

when the Prince of Life, our Ransom, shed for us His precious blood. 

Who His love will not remember?  Who can cease to sing His praise? 

He can never be forgotten, throughout heav’n’s eternal days. 

 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer                   adapted with thanks –Jill Duffield 

Lord of all, we are currently unable to gather in one place. We grieve our inability to sit beside 

one another and sing together. Even as we lament what is lost when we cannot be in the same 

physical space, we rejoice that nothing separates us from the love of Jesus Christ and there is no 

barrier that can prevent the Holy Spirit’s coming to us.  

 

United in Christ, bound by the Spirit, our community is real and strong, no matter where we are. 

Confident in Your promise to never leave us and to hear us when we ask, we are bold to pray for 

those on our hearts and minds. Send the Spirit’s winds of Your comfort to surround those who 

mourn. Stay close to those unable to be near to those they love. Grant rest to the weary and give 

hope to those on the brink of despair.  

 

Kindle the Spirit’s flame of reconciliation between those long estranged and people who call 

each other enemies. Bring healing to the sick and relief to those who suffer. Possess us with 

Your Spirit so that we cannot abide the exploitation of the weak or the neglect of the vulnerable. 

Let Your Spirit loose in Your church so that we can be bearers of Your love in the world. 

 

Come, Holy Spirit, engulf this frightening season with the live-giving, mercy-granting, joy-

completing deeds of our God. Open our mouths so that our lips may proclaim God’s praise. 

Direct our actions so the world will know we are Christ’s followers by our love. Make us one so 

we can be ambassadors of reconciliation. Show us Your vision and empower us to make Your 

divine dreams our earthly reality. We make our prayer in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior, 

who taught us to say when we pray, Our Father …  
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Hymn                                                       “Abide with Me” (verses 1,2)     Text by Henry F. Lyte 

Abide with me; fast falls the eventide.  The darkness deepens.  Lord with me abide. 

When other helps fail and comforts flee; help of the helpless, O, abide with me 

Swift to its close ebbs out life’s little day.  Earth’s joys grow dim; its glories pass away. 

Change and decay in all around I see;  O Thou who changest not, abide with me. 
 

Scripture Reading                                                                       Acts 2:1-21, focal:  verse 1 

2When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. 2And suddenly from 

heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where 

they were sitting. 4All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other 

languages, as the Spirit gave them ability.  5Now there were devout Jews from every nation 

under heaven living in Jerusalem. 6And at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, 

because each one heard them speaking in the native language of each.”  

The Word of God for the people of God.  Thanks be to God. 

  

Sermon                                              “Together in One Place”                       Rev. Becky Baker 

Presbyterians are among the few denominations that have not yet returned to their buildings.  I 

can imagine many Presbyterian sermons this morning beginning with the words, “They were all 

gathered together in one place.  Would that we could be, too!”  (And it’s coming June 14th!)  

Place is important.  The late Christian psychiatrist Dr. Paul Tournier wrote a beautiful little book 

called A Place for You in which he describes a patient who was always “looking for a place” 

where he could belong.   

 

Tournier suggests that our memories are closely connected to place.  Ronnie and I can often 

determine the date of some event in our lives by the house we were living in at the time.  Those 

who attend camp meetings sometimes associate profound experiences with God in those places.  

Our young people have powerful understandings of what it means to serve God, understandings 

gained in a place called Ganado, Arizona.   

 

As a congregation, we experience God together in our building.  We can stand in the fellowship 

hall and literally smell the fried chicken and recall the fun of fellowship luncheons and Tuesday 

night suppers.  When we walk in the library, the smell of coffee and memories of delightful 

conversations flood our hearts.  Sitting in the sanctuary evokes memories of baptisms, 

confirmations, ordinations, choir cantatas, piano concerts, weddings, and memorial services.  

These key events are indelibly marked by the sacred space in which they occurred. Being 

deprived of sacred space makes connecting to those memories and each other harder.    

 

Like us, the early church found solace in sacred space.  For them, that space seems to have been 

the upper room where they ate their last meal with Jesus.  That may have been the room to which 

they returned after the crucifixion.  That is likely where Jesus met them after the resurrection.  

The upper room was not just a gathering place, but a refuge, a place to experience the Risen 

Christ, and a place to rest and pray after He ascended to the Father.   They had, in fact, been 

praying there for days (See Acts 1:13) when the events in today’s text transpired.  Without any 

warning, there was the sound of wind filling the whole building.  They started speaking in 

different languages as the Spirit prompted them.  Folks in the area came running trying to figure 

out how these men mastered so many different languages so quickly.  Though they were from 

different places, they could all understand, in their native language, what was being said.  Peter 
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spoke with bold urgency, saying that God, as He had promised, was pouring out His Spirit on 

every kind of people.  Peter talked about Christ, and before the end of the day some 3,000 folks 

had joined them as followers.   

 

The first to follow, gathered together in one place, had to adjust quickly.  Looking back to last 

week’s text, we remember that Jesus had prayed for them on the night He was betrayed.  His 

prayer included all those who would believe because of their witness (John 17:20).  Some of the 

disciples who were gathered together in one place eventually scattered after receiving the Holy 

Spirit.  Others traveled far and wide telling others about their Christ and sharing His love.  The 

Bible shares details of their travels, and in some cases, their deaths.  Professional journals and 

resources like National Geographic fill in some gaps.  When we track down the eleven who 

remained after the death of Judas, we find that some ministered and died in places far from 

Jerusalem, places like Rome, Greece, Egypt, Ethiopia, and Turkey.       

 

The story is told that the disciple we call Doubting Thomas ended up in India.  You will 

remember Thomas as a truth seeker who refused to believe that Jesus rose from the dead unless 

he could see Him for himself and touch His wounds.  Once he was convinced, he knelt before 

Jesus and uttered one of the finest affirmations of faith in all of scripture:  “My Lord and my 

God!”  Thomas became the first missionary to India where he was later martyred.   

 

Interestingly, some 1800 years later, a child born in that same city in India became a truth-seeker 

who found Jesus Christ during a difficult time as a teenager.  Ravi Zacharias grew up to share 

Christ with other truth-seekers who had doubts and real questions about the Christian faith.  He 

drew countless young people to Christ by inviting and honoring their questions.  While he may 

not have had all the answers, his passionate love for people and appreciation for God were 

contagious.  Some of our young adults at church were among the 65,000 who heard him speak 

about Jesus Christ at January’s Passion Conference at Mercedes-Benz Stadium in Atlanta.  Ravi 

died earlier this month, leaving a legacy of faithful worship and service to His Lord.  His own 

faith, was linked, like ours, to the witness of the original twelve who were empowered by God’s 

Spirit.   

 

In just two weeks, JPC will gather together again in one place, but not all can be there.  Like 

other congregations all over the nation, we will have members who need to continue sheltering in 

place because they are at increased risk for contracting the COVID-19 virus.  Churches that have 

been meeting online are being urged toward a hybrid reopening which maintains the online 

option so those who cannot gather in person can still be part of church life.  We have used 

printed messages rather than an online option.  For the time being I will continue to offer that 

option to those who do not feel safe returning, and there will be an in-person service for those 

who can.  This is one way we can love and respect those who are rarely able to join us in the 

sanctuary on Sunday morning but who are still valued members of our congregation. 

 

Place, sacred space, is vitally important, but it is only part of who we are.  We have an identity 

that transcends sacred space.   We are God’s church.  We gather around the Word together.  We 

pray together.  We heal together, and together we offer ourselves as His hands and feet for the 

healing of our world. We do these things whether we are together are apart.  Despite the images 

we are seeing on the news and the emotions swirling in our hearts, we who are part of Christ’s 
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church know that Jesus is still Lord.  We know that Jesus Christ still “has the words of eternal 

life” (John 6:68).  The church of Jesus Christ is a powerful force for good, and the church of 

Jesus Christ serves a loving, faithful God who has promised never to leave us no matter where 

we may be.  May God continue to use us to love Him, to love each other, and to love and serve 

our community.  Will you pray with me?   

  

Pastoral Prayer 

Gracious God, we thank You for inviting us into a deeply personal, caring relationship that we 

can enjoy anytime and anywhere.  On this Pentecost Sunday, assure us once again that the Spirit 

of God will be with us and carry us and empower us to great things, "far more than all we can 

ask or imagine" (Ephesians 3:20).  Amen. 

Response to God’s Word 
 

Call for the Offering  

God sends the Holy Spirit, gifting us with the ability to serve in a myriad of ways. We are given 

the gift of faith that enables us to live in hope, love radically and share generously. Let us 

worship God with our offerings.  Giving may be done by mail so that we can continue to meet 

ministry and mission obligations and be prepared for any special needs that occur:  Jackson Presbyterian 

Church, P.O. Box.  664, Jackson, GA 30233.  Please consider a gift beyond your regular tithes and 

offerings to help with the summer Smart Lunch program to feed Butts County’s kids. 
  

Prayer of Dedication  

Gracious God, your Spirit rests upon us, and You entrust us with Your message of salvation. 

You grant us Your vision and make Your dreams our own. You enlist us as ambassadors for no 

less than Christ. We are humbled and awed by Your choice of us. Take these gifts as signs of our 

trust and symbols of our gratitude. Bless them and use them to tell of Your mighty deeds 

throughout the world. In Christ’s name we pray. Amen.  

 

Sharing God’s Love with the World 

 

Hymn of Consecration                           “Here Is Love” (verses 3,4)   

                                                                                               Lyrics attributed to William Williams 

Let me, all Thy love accepting, love Thee, ever all my days; 

let me seek Thy kingdom only, and my life be to Thy praise; 

Thou alone shalt be my glory, nothing in the world I see; 

Thou hast cleansed and sanctified me, Thou Thyself hast set me free. 

In Thy truth Thou dost direct me by Thy Spirit through Thy Word; 

and Thy grace my need is meeting, as I trust in Thee, my Lord. 

Of Thy fullness Thou art pouring Thy great love and pow’r on me, 

without measure, full and boundless, drawing out my heart to Thee. 

Charge and Benediction                                                    (from the Book of Common Worship)  

Go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. 

The Lord bless and keep you. The Lord be kind and gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 


