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Jackson Presbyterian Church Worship Guide, June 7, 2020 
Trinity Sunday 

 

Welcome to all who worship with us today through this printed order of 

service and message.   While we are still physically separated, we can use 

the 11 AM hour to draw close to God together in prayer.  Jill Duffield, of 

the Presbyterian Outlook, contributed some of our liturgy today.     
                           

 

                   Gathering in God’s Name:  Physically Distanced - Together in Worship 
 

Call to Worship      

God is a creating God.   

Making all things new through the Father’s love and grace. 

God is a redeeming God. 

Healing our relationship through Jesus, the Son. 

God is a sustaining God. 

Empowering us for God’s work through the Holy Spirit. 

Holy One, Three in One, we open ourselves to You. 
Holy One, Three in One, create us, redeem us, heal us, sustain us.  Now and forever.  Amen. 

 

Morning Hymn                                    “Holy, Holy, Holy”                                 Reginal Heber    

 Holy, holy, holy!  Lord God Almighty!  Early in the morning our song shall rise to Thee. 

Holy, holy, holy!  Merciful and mighty!  God in three Persons, blessed Trinity! 

Holy, holy, holy!  All the saints adore Thee, casting down their golden crowns around the glassy 

sea;  cherubim and seraphim falling down before Thee, who wert and art, and evermore shalt be. 

Holy, holy, holy!  Though the darkness hide Thee, though the eye of sinful man Thy glory may 

not see, only Thou art holy; there is none beside Thee perfect in pow’r in love and purity. 

Holy, holy, holy!  Lord God Almighty!  All Thy works shall praise Thy name in earth and sky 

and sea.  Holy, holy, holy!  Merciful and mighty!  God in three Persons, blessed Trinity! 

 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer                   adapted with thanks –Jill Duffield 

Creator God, You made all that is seen and unseen and called every last bit of it good. We look 

at the birds of the air and the beasts of the field and see Your glorious work. We see the lilies of 

the field in their splendor and marvel at Your gracious beauty. The diversity and intricacy of 

creation astounds and awes us. You made us stewards of Your marvelous work and yet far too 

often we have failed to treat the earth with care and reverence. Forgive us.  As You make of us 

new creations, move us to see ourselves not as consumers of the world’s resources, but as those 

who tend and nurture the earth’s gifts.  

 

Lord Christ, you came not to condemn, but to save. You shone light in the darkness and flooded 

the cosmos with grace and truth. You fed the hungry, healed the sick, sought out the lost and ate 

with sinners. No one was beyond Your concern. You regarded the unseen, touched those long 

marginalized and had compassion even for those who could not bring themselves to leave what 

they knew in order to follow You. Your mercy stuns us. Your love astounds us. Your command 

to love others renders us wholly dependent on Your power to work within us. In a season filled 

with fear and overrun with death, we plead for your intervention. Grant us Your peace that 
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passes understanding and then enable us to be the peacemakers we are to be in our families, 

communities and country.  

 

Holy Spirit, when Your wind blows, we are swept up in God’s salvation plan to bring unity, 

wholeness and abundant life to each and every corner of creation. May Your refining fire burn 

away all that prevents us from fully following Jesus Christ and illumine the Way we are to go. 

Enliven our discipleship and send us out to live as Jesus lived and love as He loved.  We make 

our prayer in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit and using the words our 

Savior taught us, Our Father . . . 

 

Prayer of Confession 

Almighty God, You poured Your Spirit upon gathered disciples  

Creating bold tongues, open ears, and a new community of faith. 

We confess that we hold back the force of Your Spirit among us. 

We do not listen for Your word of grace, speak the good news of Your love, 

or live as people made one in Christ.  Have mercy on us, O God. 

Transform our timid lives by the power of Your Spirit, and fill us with a desire  

to be Your faithful people, doing Your will for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

Assurance of Pardon 

Hear the Good News . . . Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners.  He himself bore our 

sins in His body on the cross, that we might be dead to sin and alive to all that is good. 

In the name of the Father and Son and Holy Spirit, we are forgiven.  Amen. 

 

Hymn                                           “Glory Be to the Father”            Text:  Gloria Patri, 2nd century                                                                                                        

        Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, 

is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen.  Amen. 

 

Scripture Reading                                                                       2 Corinthians 13:11-14 (NIV) 
11 Finally, brothers and sisters, rejoice! Strive for full restoration, encourage one another, be of 

one mind, live in peace. And the God of love and peace will be with you.  12 Greet one another 

with a holy kiss. 13 All God’s people here send their greetings.  14 May the grace of the Lord Jesus 

Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.   

The Word of God for the people of God.  Thanks be to God. 

  

Sermon                                              “The Pursuit of Peace”                      Rev. Becky Baker 

As I complete this Trinity Sunday message, protestors are entering their eighth evening of 

protests following the death of George Floyd.  These last months have been fraught with 

uncertainty about our response to a global pandemic.  Pandemic concerns gave way in recent 

weeks to a renewed emphasis on social justice concerns.  Our culture now teems with voices 

coming at us from every side.  I have literally had three different professional publications write 

this week to tell me what and how to preach this Sunday in response to the news.   

 

Karl Barth is said to have entered the pulpit with a Bible in one hand and a newspaper in the 

other.  But Barth also urged pastors not to allow the news to dictate our preaching.  Folks are raw 

and edgy right now.   James Howell reminds us every word, like a powerful magnet, attracts 
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stray metal.  I’ve seen large and generally helpful ministries close down their “comments” 

section on social media after words became hurtful.  The task for me, this week, was to look to 

the lectionary texts for the day and select one that offers help in our context.   

 

On first glance, the text I chose, 2 Corinthians 13:11-14, seems “thin soup” as we fumble for 

answers to weighty cultural questions we are barely able to articulate.  On the other hand, these 

words of Paul, offered to a church dealing with the tensions of its day, do suggest attitudes that 

might make a difference.  Because we may not have all the correspondence between Paul and 

this church, grasping the specific issues facing them is a challenge.   

 

Having a little background helps us understand the church at Corinth, the book of 2nd 

Corinthians, and Paul’s concluding words in this letter.  The ancient city of Corinth was 

destroyed by the Romans before the birth of Christ, and it lay unused until Julius Caesar rebuilt it 

as a Roman city.  Many Jews lived in the city.  When Paul visited, he established a church and 

remained there eighteen months to nurture it.   

 

After leaving to continue his mission in other areas, Paul and the Corinthian church continued to 

correspond.  They asked questions about their newfound faith. They looked to him for guidance 

as they learned to negotiate life together as a church.  The path forward was not always smooth.  

We already know that folks do not become perfect when they become Christians.  We are always 

a work in progress. At times, Paul seems to lecture them, and at times, he falls short of what we 

might expect in a leader.  There is much we can learn from the interactions of Paul and this 

church.  Like Paul, we are all called to be our brothers’ keepers.  Are there any clues here as to 

how to care for them? 

 

Though we don’t know the exact issues or the answers they developed together, we do know that 

Paul loved these folks.  Ernest Best says that the opening words in these verses actually urge 

them to rejoice and be happy as they allow God to mend their ways.  He urges them to encourage 

one another, and to live in peace.  Best concludes, “Since they cannot do this by themselves, Paul 

promises that God will be there to help them.  He is the God of love and peace and in situations 

of conflict, what is needed above all is the peace and love that only He can give.”  

(Interpretation:  Second Corinthians, Ernest Best, 136). 

 

Paul’s urging to allow God to search their hearts and mend their ways, to encourage one another, 

and live at peace, is followed by a threefold blessing highlighting three aspects of the Christian 

life:  “ May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all” (2 Corinthians 13:14).  The most important thing to remember about 

these words of blessing is that they come in the midst of great tension.   

 

How do we do the hard work of blessing one another during times like these?  Sarah Henrich 

recommends that folks who view social issues differently explore ways to talk together.  If we 

are going to bear one another’s burdens, then we must ask God to help us “to hear each other as 

real people with deep concerns and passions, as people who are capable of love and growth, 

though we differ in how to express these things—it is more than worthy.  It is essential.”  

(Connections, Year A, Vol. 3, Sarah Henrich, 13).  Henrich says the challenges that we face 

require our best thinking and all of our goodwill, remembering that “we are blessed by God to do 
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so, blessed by God to love, even in the midst of tension.”  May God continue to use us to love 

Him, to love each other, and to love and serve our community.  Will you pray with me?   

  

Pastoral Prayer 

Gracious God, we thank You for inviting us into a deeply personal, caring relationship that we 

can enjoy anytime and anywhere.  On this Trinity Sunday, assure us once again that the Spirit of 

God will be with us and carry us and empower us to great things, "far more than all we can ask 

or imagine" (Ephesians 3:20).  Amen. 

Response to God’s Word 

Call for the Offering  

The Triune God follows us with goodness and mercy, seeks us out when we are lost, welcomes 

us when we come home and stops at nothing to be in relationship with us. There is nothing we 

could do or say, offer or give, that would adequately show our gratitude. In thanksgiving and joy, 

we worship God with our morning’s offering. Giving may be done by mail so that we can continue 

to meet ministry and mission obligations and be prepared for any special needs that occur:  Jackson 

Presbyterian Church, P.O. Box.  664, Jackson, GA 30233.  Please consider a gift beyond your regular 

tithes and offerings to help with the summer Smart Lunch program to feed Butts County’s kids. 

 

Prayer of Dedication 

Lord, we pray that these gifts indicate our desire to be faithful in our daily living. We ask that 

You would bless our offerings, not just of our money but of ourselves, in order to make of us the 

salt and light in the world You call us to be.  In Christ’s name we pray, amen. 

 

Sharing God’s Love with the World 

 

                                                     “This Is My Father’s World”       Maltbie Davenport Babcock 

This is my Father's world, and to my list’ning ears all nature sings,  

and round me rings the music of the spheres. 

This is my Father's world, I rest me in the thought of rocks and trees 

of skies and seas, His hands the wonders wrought. 

 

This is my Father's world, the birds their carols raise; 

The morning light the, lily white declare their Maker's praise. 

This is my Father's world, He shines in all that's fair; in rustling grass I hear Him pass, 

He speaks to me everywhere. 

 

This is my Father's world, O let me ne’er forget  

that though the wrong seems oft so strong, God is the Ruler yet.   

This is my Father’s world, the battle is not done;  

Jesus who died, shall be satisfied and earth and heavn’n be one 

 

Charge and Benediction                                                                      (2 Corinthians 11:11,13)  

Finally, brothers and sisters, farewell. Put things in order, listen to my appeal, agree with one 

another, live in peace; and the God of love and peace will be with you. The grace of the Lord 

Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with all of you. 

 


